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The purpose of this study is to share the experience of ODA on vocational 
education and training development in South Korea with developing countries 
and to share the best practices of Korea’s advanced policies and systems as a 
bridge between developing and developed countries. The purpose of this 
research is to promote friendship and mutual development between developing 
countries and South Korea. The methods for this study are analysis of literature 
and related data, an expert advisory meeting, conduction of internet survey, 
interviews with public officials and experts in the field of vocational education 
and training at home and abroad, shared research results, and previously held 
policy debates for verifying the validity of policy proposals. 
The main research contents are Korea’s ODA support policy and the analysis 
of the project status in 2016. It also includes analysis of ODA support in major 
asian developing countries in Korea(Laos, Myanmar, Bangladesh, Vietnam, Sri 
Lanka, Indonesia, Cambodia), actual situation and interview analysis of ODA in 
vocational education and training field, and policy suggestions.
Based on  Korea’s ODA policy and results, Korea’s second ODA mid-term 
policy (2016-2020) focuses on diversifying its partnership with the private sector 
and contributing to a comprehensive business model. In addition, South Korea is 
making efforts to create markets and generate profits in developing countries by 
turning innovative ideas and partnerships into business opportunities. The Korea 
International Cooperation Agency(KOICA) supports partnership with developing 
markets and creating business opportunities through partnerships with social 
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enterprises, cooperatives, and small capitalist.
In 2015, Korea provided US $ 1.9 billion to ODA projects, which was 0.14 
percent of the gross national income(GNI). It was an 8.3 percent increase from 
2014. South Korea is the 24th largest donor in terms of ODA to GNI among 
the Development Assistance Committee(DAC), and is the 14th largest donor when 
viewed on a scale. South Korea has set its ODA ratio target to 0.25 percent of 
GNI by 2015, but failed to achieve this because of the global economic stagnation, 
South Korea’s fiscal tightening policy, and changes in GNI output. However, by 
2030, the new target of ODA to GNI ratio was set at 0.30 percent. In order to 
reach this target, South Korea set up ODA growth plans at major stages.
The total amount of ODA in Korea in 2016 is 2,439 billion KRW, an 
increase of 61.2 billion KRW from the previous year. Of these, 1,947.9 billion 
KRW(893.7 billion KRW in grant aid and 1,542 billion KRW in free aid) was 
established in the multilateral cooperation project. In the case of free 
cooperation, the focus is on implementation of the project in accordance with 
the four development cooperation plans announced by President Park Geun-hye 
in 2015. On August 30, 2016, the 27th Committee for International Development 
Cooperation announced the amendment plan for the 2017 ‘International Development 
Cooperation Comprehensive Implementation Plan’. Major revisions include the 
increase in the budget for ODA from 2,728.6 billion KRW to 2,750.6 billion 
KRW, the number of projects from 1,295 to 1,307, the bilateral and multilateral 
ratio from 82.7 to 17.3 to 82.8 to 17.2, The ratio of grant and free aid was 
changed from 40.7 to 59.3 to 40.3 to 59.7.
The year 2016 is the year to implement the agenda for sustainable development 
in 2030 and the ‘Basic Plan for the Second International Development Cooperation’ 
in earnest. After the re-adjustment of the focus countries, the government 
drafted the second draft based on the opinions of the partner countries. After the 
final policy consultation, the governments of the 24 countries were confirmed.
The purpose, method and main content of ODA survey in vocational education 
and training field are as follows. This survey was conducted in cooperation with 
governments, research institutes and universities in asian developing countries 
(Nepal, Laos, Mongolia, Myanmar, Bangladesh, Vietnam, Sri Lanka, Indonesia, 
Cambodia, Pakistan and the Philippines). The purpose of this study is to 
investigate the problems and improvement plans of ODA in the field of vocational 
education and training in Korea for those who have completed education and 
training in Korea.
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The subjects of this study were 585 specialists who visited the KOICA and 
visited Korea Research for Vocational Education and Training. The survey was 
conducted from August 4, 2016 to September 12, 2016 for 5 weeks. The main 
research questionnaires were divided into common questions, appropriateness, 
effectiveness, efficiency, influence and future sustainability.
The policy implications of this survey are as follows. First, it should be 
carried out based on in-depth demand survey of the recipient country. Second, 
post-management and monitoring of ODA projects are required. Third, it is 
required to establish and promote mid and long term ODA plan. Fourth, public 
development assistance experts should be trained.
The objectives, methods and main contents of ODA surveys in vocational 
education and training field are as follows. The purpose of the interview is to 
analyze the current status of ODA projects in the vocational education and 
training field in South Korea and to find ways to improve them. Also, it is 
aimed to draw in-depth opinions of domestic and international experts on the 
problems and suggestions on the implementation of the ODA project which was 
revealed in the survey results. The main interviewees were mainly the study 
countries, but they also included ODA experts from other countries.
The main implications of the interview findings analysis are as follows. First, 
medium to long term support through post management of project evaluation is 
needed. Second, the ODA for vocational education and training should be 
pursued by ‘selection and concentration’. Third, there is a need for expertise in 
promoting the ODA project in the vocational education and training field. 
Fourth, the business linkage between the ministries should be strengthened. 
Finally, it is necessary to analyze the selection of the source country and the 
target of the recipient country in advance.
The policy suggestions through the results of this study are as follows. First, in 
terms of institutional aspects such as the implementation system and evaluation, 
it is necessary to unify the ODA project promoting agencies and establish a 
strategy-centered strategy for each region and country. Second, in order to 
expand the budget for the business support and build the foundation, it is 
necessary to strengthen the software support such as expansion of the budget to 
expand the project and support, hardware support such as establishment of 
vocational education and training institute, institutional basis and capacity 
building. Third, in order to establish and implement a systematic implementation 
strategy for promoting vocational education and training international development 
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cooperation, the government should promote the feasibility study, utilize expertise 
of the country’s vocational training centers, and promote specialization of 
vocational training institutions in South Korea. Fourth, in order to carry out the 
project using the feedback of the vocational education and training project, it is 
necessary to strengthen the transparency and evaluation system of selecting the 
vocational education and training support target, utilize the professional evaluation 
institution, and follow up the vocational education, and training project thoroughly. 
Fifth, the government should work to enhance the image of South Korea through 
strengthening cooperative projects with the private sector and the government 
and international organizations, actively using policy consulting, and disseminating 
successful ODA programs.
